The Historian

The fifties were a time of change and prosperity.  Artists and writers focused on events from World War II and the Cold War; many new ideas were emerging.  Historians study the past and look at events which shape the society of the time.  As the historian, it is your job is to research the 1950s in the United States and the events that caused people's attitudes during the time.  Below are websites and questions which will help you in your quest.  
Questions 

1. Read the poem by Robert Burns.  What is it about?  How does it define society in the 1950s?  

2. What is the Beat Movement?  Who were the instrumental artists who contributed to it?  What was Salinger’s role in the movement?  

3. How did the World Wars influence the 1950s?  Explain.  

4. How was American culture and society changing during the time The Catcher in the Rye was written?  

5. Explain how the politics of the time influenced people's beliefs.  

Internet Links

The Robert Burns poem that inspired the novel, Comin thro’  the Rye. http://rpo.library.utoronto.ca/poem/322.html
Link to many sites about the 1950s http://vlib.iue.it/history/USA/ERAS/20TH/1950s.html
A few more links to the 1950s:
http://kclibrary.lonestar.edu/decade50.html
http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/1950s.html
Information on the Beat Movement:
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/57467/Beat-movement
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americannovel/timeline/beatgeneration.html
Other Resources

You may also use the web to search for information on this time period and the major issues going on in the US at this time. However, please be careful and make sure the sources are credible.

