The Literary Critic

A literary critic looks at literature and analyzes it based on content, theme, form and its relationship to other works of literature.  As a literary critic, your job is to read articles and reviews on The Catcher in the Rye from its publication to the present and study how critic’s views have changed over time.  Below are the websites and questions which will help you in your quest.  
Questions 

1. What were some of the reviews on Catcher when the novel first appeared in bookstores?  Why did people feel this way about the novel?  

2. Why do readers and critics feel so much animosity towards Salinger’s characters (do not only consider those in The Catcher in the Rye)?   

3. What made Catcher so different from other books published at the time?  

4. Why and how does Catcher fit into the banned book classification?  

5. Have perceptions of the novel changed throughout time?  If so, how?  

Internet Links

Reviews of Salinger’s books/articles about him (Book reviews are on the right side of the page)

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/s/j_d_salinger/index.html?scp=1-spot&sq=holden%20caulfield&st=cse
A site with various information regarding reviews of:

http://www.levity.com/corduroy/salinger1.htm

Book review from 2004, J.D. Salinger's Holden Caulfield, Aging Gracelessly http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A43680-2004Oct18.html
Time Magazine’s banned books The Catcher in the Rye: 
http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1842832_1842838_1845068,00.html
Banned Books info:

http://rohrbachlibrary.wordpress.com/2009/09/24/banned-books-week-%E2%80%93-the-top-5/
Other Resources:

NY times book review site:

http://www.nybooks.com/
You may use other sites to find information but please make sure the information is credible.

