The Teenager
You may be the resident expert on teenagers.  However, or this role you will do some research to further your understanding of typical teenage behavior and the way in which society values (or lacks value) teenagers. Think about why teenagers would want to read Catcher and the connections they can make. You will use this as part of your debate as to whether Catcher should be read in schools.
Questions  
1. Investigate current research on adolescent psychology. According to current theory, argue whether Holden Caulfield is a typical troubled adolescent or a seriously mentally ill young man.

2. Is Holden Caulfield a reliable narrator? Why or why not?

3. Compare Holden's generation of the 1940s to today's generation. How are the two cultures similar and different?
4. Based on the research what do/don’t teenagers gain from reading this novel?
Internet Links

Encyclopedia of psychology: http://www.psychology.org/links/Environment_Behavior_Relationships/Adolescent/
Psychology Today – Trashing teens – 

http://www.psychologytoday.com/articles/200703/trashing-teens
Adolescent psychology and the media:
http://www.articlesbase.com/psychology-articles/adolescent-psychology-and-the-media-568534.html
Is Catcher still relevant to teens?:
http://www.gazettenet.com/2010/02/10/catcher-rye-still-relevant-teens
Teens who have lost connections:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/national/daily/april99/nihilism23.htm
An essay about Holden’s irony in the novel:

http://studentacademichelp.blogspot.com/2009/05/holdens-irony-in-salingers-catcher-in.html
Editorial on unreliable literary characters:
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/17/henry-sutton-top-10-unreliable-narrators
1940’s teenagers links:

http://www.state.il.us/HPA/Illinois%20History/Jan05-17Murphy.pdf
http://kclibrary.lonestar.edu/decade40.html
Other possible links:
http://www.helium.com/items/1104612-holden-caulfields-psychological-problems-in-the-catcher-in-the-rye-by-j-d
You may search on Google for information dealing with teenage life. However, please be sure that the site is credible. 
