William Shakespeare’s 

Unit Title: Romeo and Juliet~Responsibility and Desire
Essential Questions

1. How is an individual’s life affected by outside events, family situations, or cultural, political, and social trends? 

2. Despite external differences, what are universal concerns facing teenagers throughout time? 

3. What poetic conventions are employed by Shakespeare to engage his readers?   How are these conventions used to gain further accessibility into the play?  

4. How does Shakespeare use character development to create a dramatic experience? 

5. What are the various causes of tragedy?  Can wisdom and knowledge be gained from a “tragic” experience?

6. How can “love” be defined?

7. How does learning about others teach us about ourselves?  

